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THE NASHVILLE NUMBER SYSTEM

If you are beginning to lead worship or write songs, it is extremely helpful to learn the chords
found within each key. In Major Keys, there are three Major Chords, and three Minor Chords
(plus one diminished chord, which is not shown, since they are rarely used). Below is a list of all
of the keys typically used in modern worship music, along with each chord found in that key.
The numbers written above each chord are part of the “Chord Progression Theory” (also known
as the Nashville Number System) which assigns a number to each chord of the key based on
where its root note lies within the major scale. Most professional musicians use the Nashville
Number System, rather than actual chord names. Though it isn't necessary to learn the Nash-
ville Number System, it is definitely worth learning if you desire to pursue music professionally,
or strengthen your ability to easily play music in any key.
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